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Islam, the members of which would not co-operate with the enemies of
their faith.
There is little reliable evidence as to the underground activities of the
PKI during the next fifteen years, though its members seem to have
infiltrated successfully into other organizations. The main characteristic
of the period from 1926 to the outbreak of war, was the growth of other
Marxist or neo-Mandst parties, in which Indonesian students, in Holland
as well as in Indonesia, were prominent. They were all nationalists and
nearly all socialists. The Indonesian Students' Association, of which
Mohammed Hatta became the leader, could almost have been regarded
as 'fellow-travellers' until the new 'left strategy* imposed by the Comin-
tern made their position in the League against Imperialism almost
impossible.
In 1927 Soekarno, a young engineer, whose personality was to domin-
ate Indonesia in the post-Independence period, founded the Indonesia
Nationalist Party (NPI) on the basis of nationalism and anti-capitalism.
It has been justly observed by a shrewd commentator that Soekarno was
the perfect synthesis of East and West and admirably suited, therefore,
to command the loyalty of young men 'imbued with a mixture of ideas
derived from Western Socialism, Communism and Nationalism'. The
NPI gained influence rapidly until in 1933 Soekarno and the other leaders
of the party were exiled. In the meantime it had done much to strengthen
the Mandst flavour of Indonesian political thought.
The war period need not occupy much of our attention, since the
Communists completely missed the opportunity to rebuild their position.
It has been suggested that they were hampered by the contradictions in
Moscow policy. Every effort must be made, they were told, to beat the
Japanese and yet at this time it suited the U.S.S.R. to bolster up the idea
that the Dutch Government in Indonesia would be restored. This ambi-
valence necessarily stultified Communist activities.
The Japanese soon became very unpopular, but it was necessary to
hedge and it was agreed by the Nationalist leaders that Sjahir should
organize a resistance movement while Soekarno and Hatta should col-
laborate with the Japanese in preparation for the independence which it
was believed the Japanese would be forced to grant. Another Moslem
leader, Sjarifuddin, also organized a Communist resistance group. There
were in fact four resistance groups and there is some ground for thinking
that the Communist group was the least successful of the four.
Be this as it may, the Communists did not strengthen their position
during the War and at the end of it they contributed nothing to the